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IN THE CLAIMS 

Applicants provide the following complete listing of all the claims in the application that 
shows the status of all pending claims and markings to show current changes: 

1. (Currently amended) A trocar system comprising: 

a cannula having an elongate cannula body, the cannula body including medial and distal 
portions thereof having a first diameter and a proximal portion thereof connected to the medial 
portion and having a second diameter, the second diameter being larger than the first diameter; 
th e m e dial portion includ e s a first s e ction having th e first diam e ter and a s e cond s e ction having a 
fourth diamet e r smaller than the first diam e t e r ; and 

a trocar having an elongate trocar body for extending through the cannula, the elongate 
trocar body having a sharpened distal end portion, a medial portion thereof haviftg -including a 
first section having a first diameter and a second section having a second diameter smaller than 
the first diameter , a proximal portion having a seeend -third diameter, the seeend -third_ diameter 
being larger than the first diameter, a handle connected to a proximal end portion of the trocar 
body for gripping of and handling of the trocar by a hand of a user, and a shield slidably mounted 
to the medial portion of the trocar body and having a tubular-shaped shield body that 
substantially surrounds the second section of the medial portion of the trocar body and having a 
fourth diameter being equal to or less than the third diameter and biased by biasing means in an 
extended position so that a distal end of the shield coveringly protects the sharpened distal end of 
the trocar body until pressure is applied thereagainst so that the shield slidably moves toward the 
proximal portion of the trocar body in a retracted position, the biasing means positioned 
substantially between an outer surface of the second section of the medial portion of the trocar 
body and a first portion of an inner surface of the tubular-shaped shield bodv and extending 
between and in contact with a distal portion of the first section of the medial portion of the trocar 
bodv and a proximal portion of the shield stop th e s hi e ld having a third diamot o r boing e qual to or 
less than the s e cond diameter , and a shoulder extending radially inwardly fi-om an second portion 
of the inner surface of the shield body to define a shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the 
shield body when in an extended position , and the shield having a tubular shaped shield body 
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that substantially surrounds the s e cond section of the medial portion of th e trocar body, th e 
biasing means i s position e d substantially betw ee n an out e r surfac e of th e second s e ction of th e 
medial portion of the trocar body and an inner surface of th e tubular shap e d shield body, and the 
biasing m e ans e xt e nds b e tw ee n and is in contact with a distal portion of th e first s e ction of th e 
medial portion of the trocar body and a proximal portion of the shield stop . 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Previously Presented) A trocar system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the shield stop is a first 
shield stop, wherein the trocar body fiirther includes a trocar body transition region located 
between the medial portion of the trocar body and the proximal portion of the trocar body, the 
transition region having an outer sxirface extending outwardly fi'om the medial portion to the 
proximal portion and defining a second shield stop when the shield is biased to the retracted 
position, and wherein the shield body is biased by the biasing means so that when pressure is 
apphed to the shield body, the shield body slidably moves toward the proximal portion of the 
trocar body and contacts the second shield stop when in a fially retracted position. 

4. (Canceled). 

5. (Currently amended) A trocar system as defined in Claim 1, wh e rein the m e dial portion 
includ e s a first s e ction having th e first diamet e r and a s e cond s e ction having a fourth diam e t e r 
smaller than th e first diam e t e r, and w herein the sharpened distal end portion includes a 
pyramidal tip and a base having a fifth diameter, the fifth diameter being larger than the fourth 
diameter of the medial portion of the trocar body. 
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6. (Previously presented) A trocar system as defined in Claim 1, wherein the shield body has a 
distal end which extends beyond a distal end of the sharpened distal end portion of the trocar 
body, wherein the shield stop is a first shield stop, and wherein a second shield stop is connected 
to the trocar body and cooperates with the shield body to provide an auxiliary stop for the shield 
body when moving to the retracted position. 

7. (Previously presented) A trocar comprising: 

an elongate trocar body for extending through a cannula, the elongate trocar body having 
a sharpened distal end portion, a medial portion thereof having a first diameter, and a proximal 
portion having a second diameter, the second diameter being larger than the first diameter, the 
medial portion includes a first section having the first diameter and a second section having a 
fourth diameter smaller than the first diameter; 

a handle connected to a proximal end portion of the trocar body for gripping of and 
handling of the trocar by a hand of a user; 

a shield slidably mounted to the medial portion of the trocar body and biased by a biasing 
means in an extended position so that a distal end of the shield coveringly protects the sharpened 
distal end of the trocar body until pressure is applied thereagainst so that the shield slidably 
moves toward the proximal portion of the trocar body in a retracted position, the shield having a 
third diameter equal to or less than the second diameter, the shield has a tubular-shaped shield 
body that substantially surrounds the second section of the medial portion of the trocar body, the 
biasing means is positioned substantially between an outer surface of the second section of the 
medial portion of the trocar body and an inner surface of the tubular-shaped shield body; and 

a shoulder extending radially inwardly fi*om the [[an]] inner surface of the shield body to 
define a shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body when in an extended 
position, and the biasing means extends between and is in contact with a distal portion of the first 
section of the medial portion of the trocar body and a proximal portion of the shield stop. 



8. (Canceled). 
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9. (Previously presented) A trocar as defined in Claim 7, wherein the shield stop is a first shield 
stop, wherein the trocar body further includes a trocar body transition region located between the 
medial portion of the trocar body and the proximal portion of the trocar body, the transition 
region having an outer surface extending outwardly from the medial portion to the proximal 
portion and defining a second shield stop when the shield is biased to the retracted positioned, 
and wherein the shield is biased by the biasing means so that when pressure is applied to the 
shield body, the shield body slidably moves toward the proximal portion of the trocar body and 
contacts the second shield stop when in a fully retracted position. 

10. (Canceled). 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Canceled). 

13. (Previously Presented) A trocar as defined in Claim 7, wherein the handle includes a distal 
handle portion having a fourth diameter and a proximal handle portion having a fifth diameter, 
the distal handle portion connected to the proximal portion of the trocar body to provide handling 
of the trocar by a hand of a user, the fifth diameter of the proximal handle larger than the fourth 
diameter to provide gripping of the handle by the user. 

14. (Canceled). 
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15. (Currently amended) A trocar ar, defined in Claim 11 com prising: 

an elon gate trocar bo dy having: 

a sharpened distal end portion adapted to extend through a cannula, 

a me dial portion including a first section having a fu-st diameter and a second 
section having a second diameter smaller than the first diameter, 

a proximal portion having a proximal first end portion, a proximal second end 
portion having a third diameter larger than the first diameter, and an elongate body 
portion exte ndin g between the proximal first end portion and the proximal second end 
portion, and 

a transition region located between the first section of the medial portion having 
the first diameter and the proximal portion having the third larger di ameter to define a 
first shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body when in a fullv retracted 
position: wh e rein th e shi e ld s top is a first shield stop, 

a shield having a proximal shield end, a distal shield end, and a shield body extending 
therebetween slidablv mounted to the medial portion of the trocar bodv and biased bv biasing 
means in an extended position so that the distal shield end coveringlv protects the sharpened 
distal end portion until pressure is applied thereagainst so that when pressure is applied to the 
shield bodv the shield sUdablv moves toward the proximal portion of the trocar body and 
contacts the shield stop when in the fullv retracted position wherein the trocar fiirther includes a 
shoulder e xt e nding radially inwardly fi'om an imi e r surfac e of th e shi e ld body to d e fin e a s e cond 
shield stop positioned to provid e a stop for the shield body wh e n in an e xtend e d position , 
wh e r e in the shield body substantially surroundings the second section of the medial portion of 
the trocar body, wherein the biasing means4s positioned substantially between an outer surface 
of the second section of the medial portion of the trocar body and an inner siu"face of the shield 
body; and wh e r e in the biasing m e ans extendings between and is-in contact with a distal end of 
the first section of the medial portion and the second shield stop : and 

a shoulder extending radially inwardly fi-om an inner surface of the shield bodv to define 
a second shield stop positioned to provide a stop for the shield body when in an e xtended 
position . 
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16. (Currently amended) A trocar as defined in Claim 441i, wherein th e shield stop iG a first 
shi e ld stop, and wherein a pin member is connected to the trocar body and cooperates with the 
shield body to define a second shield stop to thereby provide an auxiliary stop for the shield body 
when moving to the retracted position. 

17. (Currently amended) A trocar as defined in Claim 441^, further comprising a handle 
including a distal handle portion having a fourth diameter and a proximal handle portion having 
a fifth diameter, the distal handle portion connected to the proximal first end portion of the 
proximal portion of the trocar body to provide handling of the trocar by a hand of a user, the fifth 
diameter of the proximal handle larger than the fourth diameter to provide gripping of the handle 
by the user. 



